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Jackie Robinson was an all-around athlete in high school and went on to       
become the first Black player in major league baseball in 1947.  He was an      
extremely talented player and, despite significant racial discrimination (e.g. from 
players, fans, and Jim Crow laws), he set numerous records and earned many 
recognitions.  To name a few, he was named Rookie of the Year, won the        
National League Most Valuable Player, and played in six World Series with the 
Brooklyn Dodgers. Not only did he break the color barrier in baseball, he was an 
outspoken advocate on racial issues and active in politics after retiring from  
baseball. 
 
Jackie Robinson’s legacy continues to be honored today.  His jersey number 42 
has been retired from Major League Baseball.  Now on Jackie Robinson Day 
(April 15), many players and league staff wear his number on their uniforms in 
tribute to him. 

Thurgood Marshall was a strong advocate for  civil r ights and racial equality.  
Before becoming the first Associate Justice of the Supreme Court in 1967, he was 
an attorney who represented and won multiple cases before the Supreme Court, 
including Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka in 1954.  The Supreme Court 
ruled unanimously that “separate but equal” schools were unconstitutional.  
“Brown v. Board entitled students to receive a quality education regardless of 
their racial status … The ruling set the foundation for the civil rights movement.” 
 
In 1940, Thurgood Marshall founded and was lead for the NAACP Legal and  
Defense and Educational Fund whose mission “… was and is to ensure the      
political, educational, social and economic equality of minority group citizens of 
United States and eliminate race prejudice. The NAACP seeks to remove all   
barriers of racial discrimination through democratic processes.” 

Chadwick Boseman was an actor , playwright, director , and producer  who 
was mindful of how Black people were represented in the projects he chose.  His 
breakout film role was playing Jackie Robinson in 42 (he also played Thurgood 
Marshall in Marshall).  He played the lead role in the movie Black Panther which 
was remarkable in many ways, including having a black director and mostly 
black cast.  On behalf of the cast winning the 2019 Screen Actors Guild Award 
for outstanding performance in a Motion Picture, he said,  

“We all know what it's like to be told that there is not a place for you to be 
featured, yet you are young, gifted, and black. We know what it's like to be 
told to say there's not a screen for you to be featured on, a stage for you to be 
featured on. We know what it's like to be the tail and not the head. We know 
what it's like to be beneath and not above.  And that is what we went to work 
with every day, because we knew not that we'd be around during awards     
season or that it would make a billion dollars, but we knew that we had some-
thing special that we wanted to give the world, that we could be full human 
beings in the roles that we were playing, that we could create a world that  
exemplified a world we wanted to see.” 

 

Hello, Orca families! 

We continue our celebration of Black History Month with highlights of three African American 
men whose legacies include long-lasting impacts on American lives, liberties, and culture. 

 

https://dodgerblue.com/why-dodgers-mlb-teams-celebrated-jackie-robinson-day-date/2020/08/29/

